Excerpts from the exhibition memory book of the paintings of “From the Shadows of September”
“Through the nine years following “September” people lived in sufferings, destructions, fears and under constraint. Today, we are experiencing the inability of not getting free out of the darkness of that September. I wonder, whether the light, the bright light of the future will be ever seen by the generation after “September”. Thank you for your contributions to keep that hope alive.” 

Inan Oner, High School Student, 1989, Dikili Exhibition.




_________________
“These paintings, like a projector directed towards the darkness, bring light. Alime Mitap is witnessing an era with her art.”
Nevzat Helvaci, Former Chairman of Human Rights Association, 1988, Ankara.




_________________
“Your paintings bear profound manners for “the darkness of September”, “pain” and “being confined”. I cordially congratulate you.”
Dr. Erdal Atabek, 1988, Istanbul




_________________
“I have something to talk and something to share with every single painting in this exhibition. I am intensely impressed, daydreaming in the realms of ‘that world’.”
Hasan Fehmi Gunes, Former Minister of Internal Affairs, 1988, Istanbul




_________________
“I am a mother of a detainee, and my son is being held in custody for 8 years. When I came for to see the exhibition, iron-chained doors, blind, dim windows were in front of me with all their might. What I experience at any moment is being exposed.” 

Vahide Ucan, Founder Member of Human Rights Association, 1988, Istanbul




___________________
“It’s impossible to forget those faces of those people that you present to us, making us love them. Thank you for that witnessing of yours.”
Andre Jacques, French Writer, 1989, Geneva Exhibition




_________________
“It’s a great joy to us to see your paintings, which are mirroring the circumstances of the facts in such stupendous way, in Switzerland.”
Jacques Francis, Chairman of Switzerland Human Rights Association




_________________
“Your art is precisely more expressive than many of the narrators; your struggle is honourable. Sincere wishes of solidarity and comradeship.”
Daniel Dind, Unionist




_________________
“Your paintings piquantly attest to the sufferings endured. It’s truly elating to see that the adversities you were subjected to have not been detrimental for your creative genius.”
Eric Sottas, Director of United Nation’s Bureau of Human Rights, Geneva




_________________
“The paintings and drawings of Alime Mitap bear witness to an era, leaving impulsive imprints on the course of history. There is the function of the art: The line and the colour narrate in concentrated sensitivity where the words and pen are insufficient. The abstract supremacy of resistance is transferred within a gaze or a posture. Alime is assuming a role which has been neglected so far in our country: Witnessing. Yet, she harbours a fresh artistic susceptibility at the same time; there are no vulgar messages in her. It’s a protest full of delicacy, striking, and an impelling agency. Yes, we wish her the best for her struggles.”
Ragip Zarakolu, Writer, Publisher




____________________
“Such vivid and accurate representations of distresses of a period with paintings can only be derived from a person who actually experienced them. Out of the clash of art and the sufferings, the meaning and expression that cannot be told in volumes have born there. I commemorate your idealist father respectfully, and congratulate you frankly.”

Muammer Erten, Former Secretary of State for Employment, Family Friend, 12 September 1988, Ankara





__________________
“I was a little child in September 12th. I learnt what was done aftermath from books and newspapers; listened from the ones that experienced those days. But I felt deep in my heart all the pain of my country in your paintings, at this exhibition.”

R. Yuksel, College Student, at Dept. of Political Science, Ankara, 1988




___________________
“I wish there were neither 12 Septembers nor the gloom. Thank you for the pains.”
Attorney Mehdi Bektas




__________________
“Dear Alime, you have very well expressed the good, the bad and the torture with your brush. I congratulate you”.

Ismet Pekdemir, Mother of a detainee, Ankara, 1988





__________________
“We, who were capable of still smiling while experiencing the worst of pains, believed that affliction would eventually bloom. Your paintings illustrates of that. Well done, Alime!”

Yurdanur and Yeter, Your Friends from Mamak Prison, Ankara, 1988





__________________
“Bravo! Excellent! We won’t forget the pain undergone. A day will come to call to account for what has been done.”

A. Aydogan, on behalf of Sisli Culture Center, September 1988





__________________
“Custom Type State Prisons is one of the major facts of Turkey in 1980s. The paintings manifest that fact with all its material, physical and psychological dimensions. Congratulations to Alime Mitap”

Ismail Besikci, Ankara, 17 September 1988





___________________
“How beautiful is to resist with the art. Your brush just hits the mark.”

Attorney Levent Yurdakul, Istanbul, 1988





_________________
“Thousands of congratulations and regards to my dear girl, Alime Mitap for exposing September 12 and aftermath in her wonderful work as true records of history.” 

Your Uncle Kemal, Kemal Ozdemir, Father of a detainee, Ankara, 26 September 1988





________________
“Dear Alime, I am one of the people who adores your works and art.”

Yasar Cankocak, 27 September 1988

 



________________
“An undeservedly imprisoned father and a mother who visits her husband with her child in her arms… Mother is looking for the father in every nook and corner, her eyes searching for him everywhere. When he is imprisoned, her world shatters and she’s left alone. Those things, I experienced all. I detest the people who did that, they became a source of sorrow unjustly for the family.”

Senem Uygun, Age:10, Dikili, 30 July 1989 (Senem, who became an attorney, is 28 now) 




_________________ 





“The colours in Alime’s “September 12” drawings are crucial. It can be said that they were those colours, if asked, what the colour of September 12 was, what the tone, what colour it was in September 12.”
Ferit Cengelli, Caricaturist, A victim of “September 12”
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